
February Monthly Homework

Ready to present by Friday, February 28th
Poetry

Recitation
Directions:  Memorize the poem on the bottom of this paper.  Be prepared to recite the 
poem in front of your classmates on February 28th.  Remember – reciting is from memory.  
You will not be able to use this paper. Practice every night until you have memorized the 
poem. 

We are practicing memorization in preparation for our 
Wax Museum speeches (in May) which will also be memorized. 

Tips on how to recite

• Present yourself well and be attentive
• Use good posture and be confident
• Relax and enjoy your poem (your audience will notice)
• Use appropriate volume, pace, rhythm, and correct pronunciation
• Line breaks are an important feature of poetry – pause at the end of each line
• Understand what the poem is saying (know the meaning of every word in the poem)
• Say every word…don’t miss words (if you do, keep going or ask to start again)
• Practice, practice, practice!

1
Who has seen the wind?
Neither I nor you;
But when the leaves hang trembling
The wind is passing through.

Who has seen the wind?
Neither you nor I;
But when the trees bow down their heads
The wind is passing by.

The Wind
By Christina Rossetti
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2 How do you like to go up in a swing,
Up in the air so blue?
Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing
Ever a child can do!

Up in the air and over the wall,
Till I can see so wide,
River and trees and cattle and all
Over the countryside—

Till I look down on the garden green,
Down on the roof so brown—
Up in the air I go flying again,
Up in the air and down!

The Swing
By Robert Louis Stevenson
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3 In winter I get up at night
And dress by yellow candle-light,
In summer, quite the other way,
I have to go to bed by day.

I have to go to bed and see
The birds still hopping on the tree,
Or hear the grown-up people’s feet
Still going past me in the street.

And does it not seem hard to you,
When all the sky is clear and blue,
And I should like so much to play,
To have to go to bed by day?

Bed in Summer
By Robert Louis Stevenson


